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This const itutes the National Marine Fisheries Service's (NMFS) biological opin ion (opin ion) based , 
on our rev iew of the rr inerals Management Service's (MMS) request for formal Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) section 7 Gonsultation on the effec ts of the Five· Year Outer Continental Shelf Oil and 
Gas Leasing Progr~ (2007-2012) in the Central and Western Planning Areas of the Gulf of 
Mexico . The biological opinion concludes that the five-year leasing program and its associated 
actions are not likel~ to jeopardize the continued existence of threatened or endangered species 
under the jurisdictidA of NMFS or destroy or adve rsely modify designated critical habitat. 
However, NMFS anhcipatcs incidental take of sea turt le species and has issued an Incidental 
Take Statement (ITQ) pursuant to section 7 of the ESA . Th is ITS contains reasonab le and 
prudent measures wi~h implementing terms and conditions to help minimize this take. 

We look forward to cboperd tion with you on a pi le driving study and workshop, and our continucd 
cooperation to ensur9 the conservati on of our threatened and endangered marine species and 
designated critical hapitat. We have enclosed other statutory requ irements that may apply to this 
action, as well as addJtional infonnation on NMFS' Public Consu ltation Tracking System to allow 
you to track the statu~ ofESA consu ltations. If you have any questions, please (.ootact Kyle Baker, 
fishery biologist, at (?27) 824-53 12, or bye-mail a t kyle.baker@noaa.gov. 

Enclosures 

cc: F - Lindow 

File: 151 4-22.0.1 
Ref: F/SERl2006/026 I I 

Sincerely, 

'; Roy E. Crabtree, Ph.D. 
tr Regional Administrato r 

,. 



Additional Cons iderations for ESA Section 7 Consultations (Revised 12-6-2005) 

I . 
Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) Recommendations: The Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) section 7 process does not authorize incidental takes of listed or non-listed marine 
mammals. rf such takes may occur, an incidental take authorization under MMPA section 10 J 
(a)(5) is necessary. ¢ontact Ken Hollingshead of our NMFS Headquarters' Protected Resources 
staff at (301) 71 3-2323 for more infonnation on MMPA permitti ng procedures. 

Essential Fish Habitat (ErE) Recommendations: In addition to its protected species/critica l 
habitat consultation rbquirements with NMFS' Protected Resources Division (PRD) pursuant to 
sec tion 7 of the ESAj pri or to proceed ing with the proposed action the action agency must also 
consult with NMfS' :Habitat Conservation Division (HCD) pursuant to the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act's (MSA) requirements for essential fish habitat 
(HH) consultation (\ 6 U.S .c. 1855 (b)(2) and 50 CFR 600.905-.930, subpart K). The action 
agency should also ersure that the applicant understands the ESA and EFH processes; that ESA 
and EFH consultatio*s are separate, distinct, and guided by different statutes, goals, and time 
lines for resPOndingjO the action agency; and that the action agency will (and the applicant may) 
receive separate con ultation correspondence on NMFS letterhead from HCD regarding their 
concerns and/or final~zing EFH consultation. 

Public Consultation ~raCking System (pe TS) Guidance: PCTS is an online query sys tem 
allowing federal age,cies and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers'(COE) permit app licants to track 
the status ofNMFS donsultations under ESA sec tion 7 and under MSA sections 305(b)2 and 
305(b)(4): Essential Fish Habitat. Access PCTS via: www.runfs.noaa.gov/pcts. Federal agencies 
arc required 10 enter ~n agency-specific usemame and password to query the Federal Agency 
Site. The Corps Penhit Site allows COE permit applicants to check on the current status of 
Clean Water Act section 404 permit actions for which N1vfFS has conducted an ESA section 7 
consultation with thd, COE since the beginning oflhe 2001 fiscal year (no password needed). 

For COE"pennitted projects, click on "Enter Corps Penni! Site ." From the "Choose Agency 
Subdivision (Requir~d)" list; pick the appropriate COE district. At "Enter Agency Permit 
Number," type in th~ COE district identi fier, hyphen, year, hyphen, number. The COE is in the 
process of converting its permit application database to PCTS-compatible "ORM." An example 
penni t number is: S4J-2005-00000 1234-JJ'S-1. For the Jacksonville District, which has already 
converted to ORt\1, p,ermit application numbers shou ld be entered as SAl (hyphen). followed by 
4-digit year (hyphen ). followed by pennit application numeric identifier with no preceding leros. 
E.g., SAl-2005-l23, 'SAl-2005-1234, SAl -2005-l2345. 

fo r inqUIries regardi~g applications processed by Corps di stricts that have not yet made the 
conversion to ORM (e.g., Mobile District), enter the 9-digit numeric identifie r, or convert the 
existing COE-assignfd application number to 9 numeric digits by deleting all letters, hyphens, 
and commas; converting the year to 4-digi t fonnat (e.g., -04 to 2004); and adding add itional 
zeros in front of the humcric identifier to make a total of 9 numeric digits. E.g., AL05-982-F , 
conve rts to 200500982; MS05-04401 -A converts to 200504401. PCTS questions should be 
directed to Eri c Hawk at ,Eric .Hawk@noaa.gov. Requests for usemame and password should be 
directed to April Wolstencroft (PCTSUsersupport@noaa.gov). 


